Greater Manchester County Record Office (with Manchester Archives)
City of Manchester Rate Books

What are rate books?

Rate books were compiled in order to keep a record of each person's rating assessment and whether or not it had been paid.

What information will they give?

The information given in a rate book will vary depending upon the type of rate being collected and the date. They usually give name of occupier of property (head of household), owner of the property, and the amount of rate paid.

Manchester’s rating system

A single rating authority for the City of Manchester was not established until 1916; before this date rates were levied by the Overseers of the Poor for the various townships.

Therefore you will need to know which township the address was in. The electoral register street indexes 1886-1915 will indicate this in most cases. Alternatively the street indexes at the start of each directory may give the township name.

Once you know the township please check the guide below for the correct microfilm number. 

In some cases you may find a street index at the start of each rate book.

Access Arrangements
The pre 1900 rate books are available on microfilm and can be viewed at the Manchester Room@City Library. Please note that we recommend you book a microform machine in advance.
The Manchester Room@City Library
Elliot House

151 Deansgate (at the junction of Lloyd Street)

Manchester, M3 2HN
Tel: 0161 234 1979
Opening hours: Monday to Thursday 9am to 8pm, Friday and Saturday 9am to 5pm

Rate books post 1900 have not been microfilmed and need to be viewed at the Greater Manchester County Record Office by appointment (2 weeks notice required). 

Greater Manchester County Record Office

56 Marshall Street
New Cross

Manchester
M4 5FU. 
Tel: 0161 832 5284
Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9am to 5pm

Wednesday: Closed

Saturday: 9am to 5pm (second and fourth of the month only)
Ardwick

1821-1850 (none for 1828)
RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 284-287

1851-1895


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 37-50

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Baguley see Wythenshawe

Beswick

1859-1895


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 354-358

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Blackley

1822-1895


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 274-284

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Bradford

1819-1837


see Newton

1853-1897


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 347

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1897 rate books.

Burnage

1861-1890 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 358

1891-1900 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 359

1901-1910 Archives M10/6/5/67-76 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.

Cheetham

1795-1861


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 385-388

1862-1895


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 57-64

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Chorlton cum Hardy

From 

1844-1900 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 297-299

1901-1910


Archives M10/8/5/64-73 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books

Chorlton-upon-Medlock (Chorlton Row)

1822-1895 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 64-102

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Please note that from 1856-1880 Chorlton-upon Medlock was divided into two wards – St. Luke’s Ward and All Saints’ Ward. St. Luke’s Ward always appears first on the microfilms. From 1881-1895 it was divided into various districts.

For 1856-1880 use the 1886 electoral register street index to discover which ward the address is in. For streets which no longer exist by then consult the Chorlton-upon-Medlock 1856 rate book index in the Microfilm Unit.

For 1881-1889 use the street indexes on Rate Book Microfilm Rolls 90 (1881-1883), 92 (1884-1886) and 95 (1887-1889)

For 1890-1895 the street indexes can be found at the end of each rate book.

Clayton

1895



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 359 

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Crumpsall

1841-1895 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 292-297

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Didsbury

1847-1900 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 330-334

1901-1910 Archives M10/12/5/69-78 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.

Droylsden

1819-1837


see Newton

Failsworth

1819-1837


see Newton

Gorton

1824



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 372

1826



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 372

1840



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 372

1848



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 372

1850



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLL 372

1852-1856


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 372-373

1858-1863


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 373-374

1866-1899 [some missing]
RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 1-12

1900-1909


Archives M10/13/5/68-78 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.

Harpurhey

1842-1895 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 325-330

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Hulme

1819-1847 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 381-385

1848-1895 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 13-37

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Please note that from 1854 Hulme was divided into two wards – St. George’s Ward and Medlock Ward. St. George’s Ward always appears first on the microfilm.

For 1854-1895 use the 1886 electoral register street index to discover which ward the address is in. For streets which no longer exist by then consult the Hulme 1854 rate book index in the Microfilm Unit.

Kirkmanshulme see Newton

Levenshulme

1810-1899 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 287-292

1900-1910 Archives M10/16/5/97-107 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.
Manchester

Please use the following street indexes to discover what page or district number your street is in:

1706-1832
Use card street index in the Microfilm Unit.

1833-1901
Use card street index in the Microfilm Unit.

1901-1952
Ask archives staff

Rate books:

1706-1795

RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 388-389 or MFRB 1-5 

1795-1801

RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 103-104 or MFRB 6-11

1802-1900

RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 105-274**

1901


MICROFILM MFRB 61-83

1902-1913/14

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

[1916 - A single rating authority for the City of Manchester was established]

1916-1917

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1921-1922

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1926-1927

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1928-1929

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1931-1932

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1936-1937

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1941-1942

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1946-1947

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1951-1952

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1956-1957

Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

** Alternative microfilms for census years: 

1811


MFRB 12 

1822 


MFRB 13

1831


MFRB 14-17

1841 


MFRB 18-23

1851 


MFRB 24-29

1861 


MFRB 30-36 

1871 


MFRB 37-44 

1881 


MFRB 45-52

1891 


MFRB 53-60

Moss Side

1841, 1848-1899

RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 334-347

1900-1910


Archives M10/17/5/111-131(2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.

Please note that from 1905-1910 Moss Side was divided into two wards – West Ward and East Ward. Use the 1905 electoral register index to discover which ward the address in is.

Moston

1819-1837


see Newton

1838-1895/6


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 359-364

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

Newton

1819-1837 appear to be church rate books for Newton Heath and include the constituent townships of Newton, Failsworth, Droylsden, Moston and Bradford

1819-1862 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 374-381

1863-1895 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 51-57

Kirksmanhulme (detached from the Township of Newton in 1859):

1860-1861


Archives M10/19/5/101-102 (2 weeks notice required)

1861-1895


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 370-371

See North Manchester Rate Books for post 1895 rate books.

North Manchester Township

Covers the wards of Beswick, Blackley, Bradford, Cheetham, Clayton, Crumpsall, Harpurhey, Kirkmanshulme, Moston and Newton Heath.

1896



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 250-251

1897/98


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 256-257

1898



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 262-263

1899



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 267-269

1900/01   


MICROFILM MFRB 71-76

1902-1913/14


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

See Manchester for post 1916 rate books.

Northenden see Wythenshawe

Northern Etchells see Wythenshawe

Openshaw

1838-1896 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 315-325

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1896 rate books.

Rusholme

1814-1896 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 364-370

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1896 rate books.

South Manchester Township
Covers the wards of All Saints, Ardwick, Medlock St., Openshaw, Rusholme, St. George’s, St. Luke’s, St. Mark’s and Longsight

1896



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 248-250

1897/98


RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 254-256

1898



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 260-262

1899



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 266-267

1900



RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 271-274

1901   



MICROFILM MFRB 77-83

1902-1913/14


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

See Manchester for post 1916 rate books.

Withington

1850-1899 RATE BOOK MICROFILM ROLLS 299-306

1900-1910 Archives M10/24/5/87-97 (2 weeks notice required)

See South Manchester Rate Books for post 1910 rate books.

Wythenshawe

Includes the former townships of Baguley, Northenden and Northern Etchells. Rate books for these townships before 1931 may be held at Cheshire Record Office.

1931-1932


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1936-1937


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1941-1942


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1946-1947


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1951-1952


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)

1956-1957


Archives M9/40/2 (2 weeks notice required)
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