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Manchester City Council 
Report for Resolution 

 
Report to:  Executive – 21 December 2011 
 
Subject: Local Nature Reserve Declaration: Wythenshawe Park  
 
Report of:  Deputy Chief Executive (Neighbourhoods) 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To seek the approval of the Executive Committee to declare Wythenshawe Park as a 
Local Nature Reserve. 
 
Recommendations 
 
The Executive is recommended to: 
 

1. Declare the area shown outlined in red on the “Wythenshawe Park Local 
nature Reserve boundary” map, but excluding the land shown shaded green 
at grid reference: 381818, 390054, as the ‘Wythenshawe Park Local Nature 
Reserve’. 

 
 
Wards Affected 
 
Brooklands 
 
Financial Consequences for the Revenue Budget 
 
The proposal has no implications for the City Council’s revenue budget. 
 
Financial Consequences for the Capital Budget 
 
The proposal has no implications for the City Council’s capital budget. 
 
Contact Officers 
 
Name:  Michael O’Doherty 
Position:  Head of Climate Change, Environmental Strategy    
Telephone:  0161 234 4789  
Email:  m.o’doherty@manchester.gov.uk 
 
Name:  Eamonn O’Rourke 
Position: Head of Community and Cultural Services 
Telephone: 0161 219 6946 
Email:  e.o’rourke@manchester.gov.uk  
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Background Documents (available for public inspection) 
 
The following documents disclose important facts on which the report is based and 
have been relied upon in preparing the report. Copies of the background documents 
are available up to 4 years after the date of the meeting. If you would like a copy 
please contact one of the contact officers above. 
 

• Wythenshawe Park Management Plan, Manchester City Council 
 
• Manchester Biodiversity Strategy, Manchester City Council 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 On the 13th April 2005, the Executive Committee approved the Manchester 

Biodiversity Strategy. Objective 2 of the strategy states that land managers 
should ‘use a best practice approach when managing for biodiversity’. Meeting 
the criteria for Local Nature Reserve (LNR) designation is one means of 
achieving this objective.   

 
1.2 There are currently seven LNRs in Manchester – Chorlton Water Park, 

Blackley Forest, Clayton Vale, Chorlton Ees & Ivy Green, Boggart Hole 
Clough, Highfield Country Park and Stenner Woods & Millgate Fields; 
covering a total area of 307 hectares (ha), relative to the 2005 baseline of 19 
ha.  

 
1.3 Since being designated as LNRs there has been increased public usage by 

local and regional visitors to all sites. They have all also obtained national 
recognition with Natural England and other nature conservation organisations.  

 
1.4 In line with the Manchester Biodiversity Strategy, further sites will be 

designated as LNRs over the next five years. 
 
2 WHAT ARE LOCAL NATURE RESERVES? 
 
2.1 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are sites that contain wildlife and/or geological 

features that are of special interest locally. Their function is to provide 
opportunities for people to become involved in the management of their local 
environment as well as giving people special opportunities to study, learn or 
simply enjoy nature. 
 

2.2 Declaring sites as LNRs plays an important role in biodiversity conservation. 
LNRs will offer many benefits not only to wildlife but also to the quality of life 
for the people of Manchester. The benefits of LNRs can be summarised as: - 

 
� Protection of wildlife habitats and natural features 
� Increased community awareness and enjoyment of the natural 

environment through greater involvement 
� Provision of an environment in which people can learn about and study 

nature 
� Building relationships between local authorities, national and local 

conservation bodies and local people 
 

2.3 Local authorities have the power to acquire, declare and manage LNRs.  To 
establish a LNR, the local authority must have or must acquire a legal interest in 
the land. The sites selected so far for designation have been chosen due to 
their rich flora and fauna and strong community activity.  

 
2.4 The guidance to declare LNRs is that they should generally be greater than 2 

ha in size and capable of being managed primarily for nature conservation so 
that there are special opportunities for study, research or enjoyment of nature. 
They should also meet one of the following criteria: 
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� Be of high natural interest locally 
� Be of some reasonable natural interest and of high value locally for formal 

education or research 
� Be of some reasonable natural interest and of high value locally for the 

informal enjoyment of nature by the public 
 
2.5 Local authorities are advised to consult with Natural England informally at an 

early stage and must consult formally when Council approval has been granted.  
Natural England is the Government agency that supports and advises on the 
conservation of wildlife and geology. They are key in the process of designating 
LNRs. 

 
2.6 LNRs are currently protected from unsuitable development through the planning 

system. Policy E2 (To Safeguard the City’s Environment) of Manchester’s 
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) set out how the City Council as the Local 
Planning Authority should consider planning applications which affect a LNR. 
The UDP will be replaced in 2012 by the Manchester Core Strategy 2012-27, 
which is currently undergoing examination in public. The Strategy will contain 
policies which support nature conservation in the city.  

 
2.7 Natural England recommends that people living in towns and cities should have 

statutory LNRs provided at a minimum level of 1 ha per 1,000 population. 
Manchester’s current target is therefore 500 ha based on the approximate 
current population of 500,000, stretching to 519 ha for 2015. The reason for this 
is to try to ensure that all communities have reasonable access to natural 
environments near to where they live. If Wythenshawe park is designated as an 
LNR then Manchester will increase its coverage from 307 ha to 392 ha. It will 
also make Wythenshawe Park the largest Local Nature Reserve in Manchester.  

 
3 WYTHENSHAWE PARK 
 
3.1 Recognised as a Regional Park, owned by the City Council and managed by 

Neighbourhood Services, Wythenshawe Park is one of Manchester's larger 
principle parks, with an area of 109ha.  Two of its woodlands; Nan Nook Wood 
and Gib Lane Wood are Sites of Biological Importance (SBI). Three Grade II 
Listed Buildings are located within the park; North Lodge, the Statue of Oliver 
Cromwell and Wythenshawe Hall (Former Stable Block).  In addition the park 
holds a Green Flag Award.  

 
3.2 Wythenshawe Park is comprised of a variety of landscape elements including 

historic and ornamental woodlands, herbaceous borders, formal bedding, 
amenity grassland, wildflower meadows, ponds and hedges.  The park is also 
of significant recreation and educational value with a Horticultural Centre, 
Community Farm, catering facilities and a wide range of sporting facilities. Most 
of the sports areas will be excluded from the LNR designation. The total LNR 
coverage for Wythenshawe Park will be 85 ha.  

  
3.3 Wythenshawe Park hosts some of the finest trees in the city and arguably the 

region. Many of these are considered to be the oldest trees in Manchester, 
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some over 450 years old and which appear on the National Tree Council’s 
register of Ancient and Veteran Trees.   

 
3.4 There is a very active “Friends of Wythenshawe Park” group which meets 

regularly to carry out, among other things, conservation work. The current park 
management regime is designed to be sensitive to the needs of local 
biodiversity through its agreed Management Action Plan. 

 
4. THE FUTURE 
 
4.1 The designation of LNR status for Wythenshawe Park would help to recognise 

the sensitive environmental management practices in place and raise the 
profile of the site. The designation will also offer opportunities for funding as it 
reinforces Manchester’s commitment to nature conservation and recreation. 

 
4.2 Natural England has confirmed their support for the declaration of the site as 

an LNR. The site will also, through the appropriate means, be recognised as 
an LNR in Manchester’s Local Development Framework. 

 
4.3 We aim to ensure that, in future, as many people as possible from across the 

city and beyond have easy access to the natural environment. This is part of 
an ongoing programme of LNR declarations. Future sites under consideration 
for LNR designation represent an even spread across the City and include: 

 
� Broadhurst Clough (Moston ward) 
� Harpurhey ponds (Harpurhey ward) 
� Kenworthy Wood (Northenden ward)   
� Moston Vale (Harpurhey ward) 
� Park Wood ( Sharston Ward)  
� Heaton Park (Higher Blackley Ward) 
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