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To all the children in Manchester  
for being kind to one another.



This is Billie Bee.



Billie is a happy bee. 
She has lots of friends 
and they live together in a 
bee house called a hive.



The bees are led by the 
Queen Bee, who is very 
important. She is kind 
and looks after all the 
bees and the hive. Our Queen

Rules!



Billie and her friends are 
busy bees. They make 
honey from flowers and 
store it in a honeycomb 
inside the hive.

Honey is sticky and sweet, 
and bees love to eat it! 
When they work together 
they make a lot of honey.

Flowers

this way!



Bees do a special dance 
called a waggle dance. 
It tells their friends where 
the best flowers are.



Billie loves flowers and 
she loves dancing. 

She is always waggling!



Some bees thought Billie 
waggled too much.

But waggling was 
Billie’s job and it 
made her happy, � 
so she didn’t stop.



The bees grew tired of all 
her dancing and decided 
to do something about it.

It would be 
�quiet with 

less waggling

Billie waggles 
too much! she does 

dance�  
a lot 



let’s go!



One day, while she was 
out looking for flowers, 
all the bees left the hive 
in search of a new home 
without Billie!

New hive

ahead!

I’m not 
sure about 

this



When Billie got back home, the hive 
was empty. No friends, no honey, 
and no-one to waggle with.

Why didn’t 
they tell 

me?

What’s 
happened?

Why did 
they go?

What Do I 
do now?

Where is 
everyone?



Billie looked everywhere, but she 
was all on her own. She was 
scared, sad and very lonely.

It doesn’t feel  It doesn’t feel  
like home anymorelike home anymore



In the new hive, life was 
very quiet without Billie. 
Without her waggling they 
didn’t know where to find 
the best flowers.

?

?
?

Where 
�are the 
�flowers?

This new hive � 
is boring!



Stand 
back! This hasn’t � 

happened before

There was not enough honey. 
There were gaps in the honeycomb, 
and soon it started to crumble.



When the Queen Bee saw this, 
she was confused. 

“What’s going on?” she asked.



“We left Billie behind because she 
waggled too much, but now we 
don’t know where to find the 
best flowers to make honey,”  
the bees replied.



The Queen Bee was cross 
when she heard this and 
started to buzz very loudly.



“Don’t you know that  
�everyone is important?” � 
she asked. “This is not good  

enough – our hive is falling apart!”

We ALL have diff
erent 

wayzzzzzzzzz  
of doing things.

..
but we 
need to 
work 

together



The rest of the bees thought 
about it. Was the waggling 
really that bad?

It was 
only 

dancing

We should 
have talked 
to Billie



Billie’s dancing 
made me smile

I miss being 
busy with Billie

Honey doesn’t 
taste the same 
without Billie



“It’s true,” they said to the 
Queen Bee. “Without Billie, our 
hive does not work so well. 
We will go and get Billie.” 



this way!
Billie 

bee rescue squad



Come home
BILLIE!

“Because we’ve  
learned that honey is 
sticky for a reason –

it helps us all stick together.”





Manchester uses a picture of a bee 
as a symbol for the city. This is 
because bees work hard 
together as a team,  
and care for each other.

Did you know?







This is the story of how a group of 
bees were brought to their knees 
when they turned their back on one 
of their friends. So who’s the Silly 
Billy now? Why did the hive come 
unstuck, and what exactly does the 
secret glue do for Manchester?
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