
Review of Extension to City Centre Controlled Parking Zone Operational Hours
Equality Impact Assessment Scoping Review

Manchester’s Transport Strategy for the City Centre (November 2010) recognises the 
need to address rising levels of congestion .

A review has been undertaken into the impact of  existing on street parking 
arrangements, taking into account the changing trends of traffic flow, including: 

 the increased number of visitors to the city centre on Sundays, and during 
extended rush hour periods on weekdays, 

 the wider availability, choice and price of car parks, 
 existing and predicted levels of demand for parking, and 
 the availability, accessibility and quality of alternative, public transport provision. 

The CPZ does not currently operate on Sundays, or after 6pm. This results in vehicles 
parking on single yellow lines at these times impacting on the free  flow of traffic . 
Additionally on-street parking spaces are not restricted to a maximum stay after 6pm or 
on a Sunday  resulting in significantly reduced turnover as vehicles park for long periods 
instead of off-street car parks, and traffic is slowed by motorists driving around the city 
centre in search of a free space. Regulating parking bays by charging a tariff is a 
nationally recognised method of managing this kerbside space.

The following trends in the city centre have prompted a review of on street parking 
arrangements:

 A large increase in the number of vehicles in bays after 6pm, coinciding with 
evening peak flow and affecting the availability of spaces,

 Motorists use bays for long-stay parking on Sundays, affecting the turnover of 
spaces and, as a result, restricting the availability of bays which, in turn, affects 
the amount of traffic on the roads seeking parking,

 Average traffic speeds on Sundays are similar to weekday peak hour traffic 
speeds, demonstrating that city centre congestion is a problem on Sundays.

The majority of parking capacity within the City Centre exists in high quality off street car 
parks. The general principle underpinning on street and off street pricing is to encourage 
use of off street car parks and leave on street for short-term use. 

The attached map identifies the area affected and the zones



To increase the availability of short-stay, on-street parking places, it is proposed that the 
operational hours of the city centre CPZ will be extended to 8am-8pm seven days a 
week. 

The proposed new pay and display operational hours are: 8am-8pm, seven days a 
week, excluding Bank Holidays.

If the new hours become operational motorists will not be able to park for free on single 
yellow lines in the city centre between the operational hours seven days a week. Parking 
charges will apply to pay and display bays during the operational hours of the CPZ.

Increments
The timings for on street parking are proposed  to change from 15 minute increments to 
30 minute increments. The payment structure in each of the three zones would be:

Zone 1 (Maximum stay 1 hour)
30 minutes
1 hour

Zone 2 (Maximum stay 2 hours)

30 minutes
1 hour
1 hour 30 minutes
2 hours

Zone 3 (Maximum stay 3 hours)

30 minutes
1 hour
1 hour 30 minutes
2 hours
2 hours 30 minutes
3 hours

Shared Use Bays
Shared use bays are those that serve one purpose during the day time and another 
purpose through the night.

To be consistent with the changes to the CPZ hours it is proposed to make the following 
changes to shared use bays:
Existing Changes to shared use bays
Loading bay 
Taxi rank 

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm 
Mon-Sun 6pm-8am

Loading bay 
Taxi rank 

Mon-Sun 8am-6pm 
Mon-Sun 6pm-8am

Pay and display 
Taxi rank 

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm 
Mon-Sun 6pm-8am

Pay and display
Taxi rank 

Mon-Sun 8am-8pm 
Mon-Sun 8pm-8am

Pay and display
Bus stand

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm 
Mon-Sun 6pm-8am

Pay and display 
Bus stand

Mon-Sun 8am-8pm 
Mon-Sun 8pm-8am

Evening only taxi ranks will continue to operate 6pm-8am .Outside these hours it is 
proposed single yellow line restrictions will operate 8am-6pm Monday to Sunday.

Wherever there is a loading bay which operates from Monday – Saturday 8am – 6pm it 
is proposed this will change to Monday – Sunday 8am-8pm, in line with the changes to 
the CPZ hours.

Residents Parking 



To bring residents’ arrangements in line with the above it is proposed that the existing 
city centre residents’ parking permits will operate between the hours of:

 Until 9am and from 5pm Monday to Friday and
 All day on Saturday and Sunday. 

Because of the increased hours, the proposed revised interim cost of city centre 
residents’ permits is set out in the table below.

Permit A Permit B Permit C
£105 Per Quarter £60 Per Quarter £36 Per Quarter

Entitlement Until 9am from 5pm 
Monday-Friday and all 
day Sat / Sun

Until 9am from 5pm 
Monday-Friday and all 
day Sat / Sun

Until 9am from 5pm 
Monday-Friday and all 
day Sat / Sun

Entitlement 
location

All Zones Zones Two and Three Zone Three

Convenience tickets are also on sale to holders of a current city centre resident’s parking 
permit. These tickets, when displayed in the vehicle, enable residents to park in the 
appropriate zone for half a day outside their existing entitlement, either 9am – 1pm or 
1pm – 5pm.

Under the proposals each Convenience ticket for zones 1 and 2 would cost £9.75 and 
zone 3 £4.80.

Reasons for the proposed changes.

The changes to the City Centre CPZ are proposed for the following 
reasons:

 It will be easier for shoppers and visitors to find a short-stay, on- street 
parking place close to their destination;

 It will be easier for city centre residents to find a parking space near 
their home;

 It will be easier for disabled badge holders to find an on-street 
parking space close to their destination; 

 It will be easier to travel around the city centre during CPZ operating 
hours.

 Parking surveys indicate high levels of parking in the City Centre on 
Sundays and after 6pm with parking levels increasing up to 8pm. Traffic 
speed data shows the slowest speeds between 4pm and 8pm.To assist in 
the expeditious movement of vehicles, the CPZ operational hours are proposed  
to be extended to prohibit parking on single yellow lines and introduce 
parking charges in pay and display bays, thereby creating more spaces 
for motorists and making it easier to find a space.
 The proposals will contribute towards the reduction of congestion in 

the city centre, helping to reduce vehicle emissions and provide a safer 
environment for pedestrians and cyclists.
 Changes to loading bays, taxi ranks and shared use bays are a 

consequence of the revised hours of the Controlled Parking Zone.
 The proposed implementation of single yellow line restrictions (Mon-
Sun 8am-6pm) where evening taxi ranks operate (Mon-Sun 6pm-8am) are 



necessary as a consequence of the revised hours of the Controlled 
Parking Zone.

Consultation
Consultation has been carried out through the following media:

 A press release published in the Manchester Evening News
 Information posted on Manchester City Council website
 Information posted on member’s area of Cityco website
 Consultation emailed to City Centre Ward Co-ordination contacts
 Emailed to approx 350 members of the Environmental Business Pledge
 Details included in Marketing Manchester member newsletter
 Manchester Chamber of Commerce
 Emailed to registered property management companies in the city centre
 Leaflets posted in libraries around city centre

In addition  the following  have been consulted  on the proposals :
Ward Councillors 
The Chief Constable Greater Manchester Police.
The Chief Fire Officer
The Chief Ambulance Officer 
TfGM
Manchester Parking 
Salford City  Council
Greater Manchester Cycling Campaign
City Co.

The proposals have also been considered by the Communities and Neighbourhood 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee and  by the Council’s Executive.

The proposals will  go out  to statutory consultation and all objections/ representations 
received will be considered before a decision is made regarding whether the proposals  
should be implemented. 

Conclusion

In order to determine if an EIA needs to be undertaken, the relevance criteria based on 
the guidance produced by the Equality and Human Rights Commission have been
examined. 

Whilst the proposals will have an impact on the wider community, it is considered that 
the  proposed changes  are not likely to have a significant differential  impact on groups 
with ‘protected characteristics’ .Drivers displaying valid blue badges will still be able to 
park on single yellow lines and  free of charge on  pay and display bays as  now. It is for 
these reasons that an EIA in relation to the extension to City Centre Controlled Parking 
Operational Hours is not intended  to be undertaken. 


