Draft Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document April 2016

Consultation Statement

Consultation Statement pursuant to Regulation 12 (a) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012.  
Introduction

The Manchester Local Plan is made up of the Manchester Core Strategy adopted July 2012 and extant UDP policies.  It can also include Supplementary Planning Documents if there is a need to provide further detail on a policy in the Core Strategy.  

The Manchester Core Strategy includes a number of policies that are relevant to hot food takeaways.  These are policy C1 – Centre Hierarchy, C2- District Centres, C10- Leisure and the Evening Economy and DM1 – Development Management.   

The Council’s priorities are set out in the Manchester Strategy.  They include successful neighbourhoods and a healthy population.  The preparation of a Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) seeks to build on those priorities and encourages centres and neighbourhoods which are vibrant.  
The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2012 requires a consultation statement to be prepared accompanying a draft supplementary planning document.  This document is the first consultation statement that must be available alongside the supplementary planning  document for the purposes of seeking representations under regulation 13.  It must set out: 
(i) the persons the local planning authority consulted when preparing the supplementary planning document;

(ii) a summary of the main issues raised by those persons; and

(iii) how those issues have been addressed in the supplementary planning document; 
Issue and Evidence Gathering Stage

The initial consultation stage has been an opportunity to gather views and issues for a Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document to address.  A six week consultation period was held between 26th August to 7th October 2015 to gather representation on how planning policy relating to hot food takeaways could support the appropriate mix of uses within district and local centres and also promote healthy lifestyles. Emails and letters were sent to 902 people and organisations on the Council planning database, these include local communities, specific bodies representing the environment, businesses etc. and individuals with an interest in the area.  The consultation was posted on the Council website and social media such as Facebook and twitter.  An article was prepared for the Manchester Food Futures E-bulletin which has a circulation list of approximately 600.  
The Council received 26 comments; just under half came from individuals with the remainder from organisations and Councillors.  Key issues raised are set out below:

	Issues raised by respondents at the Hot Food Takeaway Initial Consultation stage
	How the Council addressed these at the draft Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document stage

	Approximately half of all comments raised concern about the number of hot food takeaways located in centres.  Some representations suggested introducing thresholds to manage the number of hot food takeaways to prevent an over concentration in centres.  Others suggested that there should be no further hot food takeaways in centres, such as Withington and Fallowfield. Some raised concerns that the number of hot food takeaways in centres was affecting the balance of uses and as a result the vitality of centres.  
	The draft Hot Food Takeaway SPD includes a policy called Vitality and Viability.  This policy provides more information on how a hot food takeaway will be assessed in terms of the impact on the vitality and viability of a centre.  

	A number of representations have made suggestions that the SPD should restrict the number of hot food takeaways in proximity to young people.  This was because of the energy dense foods generally sold at hot food takeaways.  Two comments have been received which state the evidence is inconclusive between hot food takeaways and healthy diets.  
	The draft Hot Food Takeaway SPD includes a policy called “Hot Food Takeaways and Schools”, which seeks to restrict the opening times of hot food takeaways and not allow them to open during lunch times and for a period after school closing.  

	The majority of representations referred to various amenity issues.  This included: waste/litter and bins; cleaning frontages and pavements to stop grease build up; opening hours; shutters down during the day; car parking and vehicle manoeuvring; noise; odours; and extraction flues. 
	The draft Hot Food Takeaway SPD includes a policy called “Amenity”, which deals with the specific issues generated by hot food takeaways.  The draft policy refers to Core Strategy policy DM1 Development Management which covers relevant amenity issues.  


Conclusion

At the earliest stage, the Council has provided interested parties with the opportunity to comment on the issues to be dealt with in a Hot Food Takeaway SPD.  It has consulted over 900 individuals and organisations, using a variety of methods such as letter, email, the Council website and social media.  The subsequent draft Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document has been prepared, taking into account comments that have been received during this period of consultation.  This demonstrates that the Council has complied with the statutory requirements set out in the regulations, for the initial preparation stages of a supplementary planning document.  
