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Biodiversity Net Gain Study 
Manchester City Council 
Assessment of Need for Off-Site Biodiversity Units 

Detailed Habitat DistinctivenessUK Habitat Biodiversity Condition Biodiversity 
from Urban Type Units / ha Units / ha 
Habitat Layer (all habitats (mixed 

in poor condition) 
condition) 

Amenity Grassland Low Modified 2 Poor 2 
grassland 

Undifferentiated Low Modified 2 Moderate 4 
Grassland grassland 

Broadleaved, Mixed Medium Other woodland; 4 Moderate 8 
and Yew Woodland broadleaved, 

Other woodland; 
mixed 

Isolated and Medium Urban trees 4 Moderate 8 
Scattered Trees 
Habitat Mosaics Medium Mixed Scrub 4 Moderate 8 

Scrub Medium Mixed scrub 4 Moderate 8 

Open Water High Reedbed 6 Moderate 12 

Vegetated Wetland High Reedbed 6 Moderate 12 

Bare Ground Low Ruderal / 4 Poor 4 
Ephemeral 

Sealed Surfaces Very low Developed land; 0 Poor 0 
and Buildings sealed surface 

Vegetated Building Low Other green roof 2 Poor 2 
Surfaces and 
Green Roofs 
Garden Scrub Low Introduced 2 Poor 2 

shrub 

Garden Trees Medium Urban trees 4 Poor 4 

Non-Vegetated Very low Unvegetated 0 Poor 0 
Gardens garden 

Vegetated Gardens Low Vegetated 2 Poor 2 
Garden 

Allotments Low Allotments 2 Poor 2 

Park Amenity 
Grassland 

Low Modified 
grassland 

2 Poor 2 

9998.017 Appendices December 2023 
Version 3.0 



   
  
      

   
 

    
    

 

  
  

  

   
 

 
   

  
  

 

  
  

 

        

 
 

 

  
 

   

      
 

  
 

   

 

 

Biodiversity Net Gain Study 
Manchester City Council 
Assessment of Need for Off-Site Biodiversity Units 

Detailed Habitat DistinctivenessUK Habitat 
from Urban Type 
Habitat Layer 

Park Scrub Medium Mixed Scrub 

Park Low Modified 
Undifferentiated grassland 
Grassland 

Biodiversity Condition Biodiversity 
Units / ha Units / ha 
(all habitats (mixed 
in poor condition) 
condition) 

4 Moderate 8 

2 Moderate 4 

Park Wood Pasture Medium Other woodland; 
broadleaved, 
Other woodland; 
mixed 

4 Moderate 8 
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Biodiversity Net Gain Study 
Manchester City Council 
Assessment of Need for Off-Site Biodiversity Units 

Habitat Type (UKHab) Distinctiveness Rank 

Developed land; sealed surface Very low 1 

Unvegetated garden Very low 2 

Vegetated Garden Low 3 

Other green roof Low 4 

Introduced shrub Low 5 

Allotments Low 6 

Ruderal / Ephemeral Low 7 

Modified grassland (NE UHL = Amenity Grassland) Low 8 

Modified grassland (NE UHL = Undifferentiated Low 9 
Grassland) 

Mixed Scrub Medium 10 

Urban trees (NE = Garden Trees) Medium 11 

Urban trees (NE UHL = Isolated and Scattered Medium 12 
Trees) 

Other woodland; broadleaved, Other woodland; Medium 13 
mixed 

Reedbed High 14 

When assessing the removal of habitat for development, the assumed mitigation hierarchy 
for removal was as per the list above, with low-ranking habitats assumed to be removed 
ahead of higher-ranking habitats. 
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